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Practical guide for guidance:
From the “Why” to the “How” — human rights impact assessments

and trade agreements
6 May 2025

Abstract Program
Human Rights Impact Assessments are not a new phenomenon nor are guidelines for undertaking
these assessments. However, their use is not systematically embedded in negotiations. A reason for
that may be the lack of mutual understanding between the human rights community and the trade
community. In fact, a human rights lens on trade measures can help identify “blind spots” which are
crucial for allowing trade policy to fulfil its potential as driver for development.

Some impact assessments of trade agreements have been undertaken mainly by European countries.
A closer look on how they were done and what their impact has been, allows to further improve the
concept and usage of HRIA.

In addition, what is not yet readily available is a short guide in an easy to digest format for both
interested trade professionals to help understand the human rights impacts of trade agreements and
for human rights experts to better understand what information trade negotiators need

to connect human rights with trade agreements and policies.

The aim of this workshop is not to reinvent the wheel, it is to reflect the important work done so far
in a two to three-page document that builds on lessons learned from previous assessments of trade
agreements. That sounds too short? Well, such a short guide would not cover all aspects of

how trade agreements can impact human rights, it would need to set priorities that can form a basis
for more in-depth analysis. Curious how this could help your work? Join our workshop.

Tuesday, 6 May 2025

09:30-09:45 Welcoming and introduction

Maria Andrea Echazu, Human Rights Officer, Right to Development Section, Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and

Yvonne Bartmann, Senior Program Officer, Trade and Development, Friedrich-
Ebert-Stiftung, Geneva office)

09:45-10:45 Stocktaking of Human Rights Impact Assessments

Introduction by Simon Walker, Chief Rule of Law and Democracy Section, OHCHR
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Expert input by Olivier de Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty
and human rights

Plenary discussion, Q+A

10:45-11:00 Coffee/Tea Break

Stocktaking and practical experience: How (not) to run human
rights impact assessments in trade agreements:

Introduction by Caroline Dommen, Consultant on trade,
sustainability and human rights

11:00-12:30

Diving into the ex-ante HRIA of the AfCFTA negotiations:
Expert Input by David Luke, Professor in Practice and Strategic
Director at the Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa, London School of
Economics

Discussant: Guillaume Gérout, Consultant on trade negotiations and
rules of origin, to present on lessons learned from analysing human
rights aspects of tariff schedules.

Discussant: Marva Corley-Coulibaly, Chief, Globalization,
Competitiveness and Labour Standards unit at the ILO on the Trade
and Decent Work Toolkit.

Plenary discussion, Q+A
12:30-14:15 Lunch Break

14:15-14:30 Setting the scene for a practical guide
Maria Andrea Echazu (OHCHR) and Yvonne Bartmann (FES Geneva office)

14:30-15:45 Developing a SHORT guide on HRIA of trade agreements & policies |
Working Groups - participants will be divided into several groups and develop
priorities. Focus: content of the guide.

15:45-16:00 Breathtaking exercise: time for coffee or tea

16:00-17:15 Developing a SHORT guide on HRIA of trade agreements & policies Il

Working Groups - participants will continue working in groups. Focus: form of the
guide.

17:15-17:30 Next steps and closure

Maria Andrea Echazu (OHCHR) and Yvonne Bartmann (FES Geneva office)
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